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SIGN-UP SUNDAY

Cardinal Collins and bishops across
Ontario are asking for an email address from
every Catholic family in their community, with a
goal of 100,000 email addresses collected in
Ontario by the end of March 2018. This
information will be used locally by Cardinal
Collins and trusted faith partners to
communicate periodically (approximately 6-8
times/year) on issues of particular importance

for the Catholic community.

The first campaign of 2018 is the Call for
Conscience, inviting our elected Members of
Provincial Parliament (MPPs) and those seeking
office this June to increase funding/access to
palliative care, to protect health care workers
wishing to abstain from any involvement in
euthanasia/assisted suicide and to protect faith-
based facilities from participation in
euthanasia/assisted suicide. The work builds on

a similar campaign in 2017.

Visit .Stbasiltoronto.org to sign-u

o St. Basil’s Parish, Toronto
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SIGNS

by Lisa Fernandes

Today’s readings, on the third Sunday of
Lent, are about signs and symbols of God. The first
reading is about a physical symbol of God’s word, in
this case the stone tablets of the Ten
Commandments which were “..written with the
finger of God” (Exodus 31:18) In the Second
Commandment we specifically read about the
danger of worshipping physical objects meant to
signify God: “You shall not make for yourself an idol,
whether in the form of anything that is in heaven
above...” (Exodus 20.4). This is not a literal
prohibition against carving physical images; it is
about placing our faith in anything that takes the
place of us depending on God.

The responsorial Psalm 19 tells us that the
precepts law and fear of the Lord are more to be
desired than gold: "More to be desired are they than
gold, even much fine gold;...” (Psalm 19.10) The
importance of a sign or symbol of God is what it
means, not what it’s made of.

We encounter in our lives not only religious
symbols but also secular ones. The Olympics this
year partially took place during Lent. The ultimate
quest in the Olympics is for the gold medal, a sign
that an athlete is the best in the world and some
athletes worship the gold medal almost just like
worshipping an idol. Some are happy just to be
there and participate. We need to take caution in not
relying on the wrong kinds of idols to fulfill us (want
to put down your phone?)

The second reading continues the theme of
the first and reinforces the importance of the cross
as a sign and symbol of Christianity. In first
Corinthians we read that the Gentiles may see our
signs as foolishness however: “The message about
the Cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” (1
Corinthians 1.18) When we were marked on Ash
Wednesday with the sign of the cross on our
foreheads, that was a visible symbol of the Cross
that also expressed that we are mortal and fallible:
“..For dust you are and to dust you shall return.”
(Genesis 3:19)

Finally in the Gospel we read the important
story about Jesus driving out the moneylenders who
were more concerned with the signs of material
wealth than this being a temple of God. We see a
very angry Christ telling us how important this is.
The Jews demanded a sign that he had the authority
to cleanse the temple: “...What sign can you show us
for doing this?” and he anticipates his death and
resurrection. (John 2.18)

The most important sign is one you cannot
see - your faith.

SUNDAY’'S READINGS:
EXODUS 20.1-17
PSALM 19
1 CORINTHIANS 1.18, 22-25
JOHN 2.13-25

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Join us on Fridays during Lent for the
Stations of the Cross. Each week we will join in prayer
beginning with Vespers at 5:10PM followed by the
Stations of the Cross. Each week during Lent, we will
use a different variation of the Stations of the Cross.

THE UTURGY CORNER

RCIA: THE SCRUTINIES

This weekend, The Elect in the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA) Program begin the final
steps towards the Easter Vigil.

A scrutiny is a rite of self-searching and
repentance meant to heal all that is prone to sin in the
hearts of the Elect so that as a community we can
bring out and strengthen their desire for Christ.

Beginning on the Third week of Lent, we
celebrate three Scrutinies—each one illuminating an
aspect of Christ that will further lead the Elect (and all
of us) into the mysteries of Christ and love for Him.
The Mass which contains the scrutiny, follows the
readings for liturgical year A. Today of course, we
come to know Jesus as ‘Living Water’
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NEXT WEEKEND:
BUNDLE UP SUNDAY

The Society of Saint Vincent de Paul at St.
Basil's will collect gently used items for families in
need, on the weekend of March 10-11. We accept
clothes, footwear, blankets, sheets, towels and drapery,
as well as new or nearly new toys, and small
household goods. We don't collect appliances, baby or
other furniture, dishes, books or video/audio
cassettes. We donate the goods to families in need,
exchange them for vouchers to help the needy, or sell
them to support our charitable works.

Volunteers will be present outside the Church
before and after the Saturday and Sunday Masses.
Please tie up your donation bags to make handling
easier, and to prevent spoilage.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR KIND SUPPORT.

LAST SUNDAY'S OFFERTORY:

Sunday, February 25,2018  $6,284.05
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SUNDAY 3RD SUNDAY OF LENT

9:00am Anthony, Aniela, and Jan Hajdasch (+)
10:30am Pro Populo
12:00pm Stefan and Anna Papez (+,+)
4:30pm Wladyslaw Zon and Maria Gorlicki
(++)
MONDAY

LENTEN JOURNEY

Using the Lenten “Little Black Books”, you
were invited to undertake a spiritual journey
together over the Lenten season.

The first gathering for the group is Monday,
March 5, at 7PM in Macrina Hall. Please enter
through the Odette Hall entrance, using the elevator
to get to the basement. There will be a brief video
lecture with time for discussion to follow.

If you are interested in finding out more,
please contact Michael at (416) 926-1300 x.3210 or
michael.pirri@utoronto.ca

7:30am
12:10pm Pat and Marjorie Flood (+,+)

TUESDAY
7:30am Muriel and Leyland Deane (+,+)
12:10pm Susan Lockwood (+)

WEDNESDAY
7:30am The Thalheimer Family
12:10pm Teresa Fung and Family (liv.)

[HURSDAY

7:30am Alisson Bryce (+)
12:10pm Rami Gadibava (+), Joaquim Russo (+),
Elena Salvador (+), Veronica Zubek (+)

FRIDAY

2018 SHARELIFE CAMPAIGN

Over the coming months, there will be 3
special “ShareLife Sundays”. The Parish Campaign
for 2018 is “Living the Gospel”.

e Sunday March 18, 2018
e Sunday April 22,2018
e Sunday May 27, 2018

For more information about SharelLife, please
visit www.sharelife.org or see their blog at
www.workingwonders.ca

7:30am
12:10pm Lina Ciavarella (+)

SATURDAY

5:00pm Juliet Minalabag Abueg (+) and
Family

PRAY FOR THE SICK, especially, Mary O’Brien, Claire
Fidler, Kam Fung Tem, Angel Martinez, Margaret-Mary
McKenzie, Joe Torres, Rita Moran, Celerina Agpoon, Bernice
Casey, Lucy Rietveld Bowers, Donna Wood, Clare DeMello,
Erika Farncomb, Roberto Martello, Paul and Filomena
Larocca, Joseph Troncone, Helen Agard, Sally Roche, Rebecca
Beaton, Paul O’Brien, Carry Eillen, Romulus DeMello, Neil
McCormack, Barbara MacMahon-Firestone, and Alexander
Wu.

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED.
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Liturgical Publications

3171 LENWORTH DR. #12 MISSISSAUGA, ON L4X 2G6 905-624-4422

Maximilian
Retreat House
Catholic waterfront retreat
centre near Marmora, 2 hrs.
from Toronto. Sleeps up to 12.
Inexpensive. Special rates for
) Religious Orders
Ay
) 416-845-8994
2 maximilianretreat.com
CATHOLIC
PSYCHOTHERAPIST
FR. DESMOND BUHAGAR, PhD
Individuals « Couples « Families
229 Yonge St.
647-256-1360
torontopsychotherapy.solutions

Evening & Saturday
Appointments Available

1033 Bay St., Ste. 315
(at St. Joseph St.)

416-960-2101

www.baystdentistry.com

FAMILY & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

Modern dental care in a Friendly, Comfortable Environment

BAY ST DENTISTRY
Dr. Anna Skalska, Dr. Alison Strong
Dr. Laura Santoro, Dr. Josh Resnick

Dr. Sharan Golini, Periodontist

Remember...

Let our advertisers
know you saw
their ad here.

MEMORIAL PORTRAITS
% d)’e&f o/ %Imeoa
High Quality

Memorial Portraits
- - for Your Loved

i

Guaranteed not to fade
www.|pphotoceramics.com
ph: 416-759-5959

_I Lt CATHOLIC CEMETERIES
FUNERAL SERVICES

ARCHDIOCESE OF TORONTO
www.catholic-cemeteries.com
Holy Cross Cemetery & Funeral Home 905-889-7467
Mount Hope Cemetery 416-483-4944
Our Funeral Home is Now Open at Holy Cross Cemetery

Liturgical Publications, your weekly bulletin printer has an
opening for an Inside Sales/Customer Service Rep.
small friendly office « reqular work hours « 427 & Dundas

If you have a drive to succeed and are self-motivated,
email your resume to hiring@parishbulletins.com

2% bloor
21,
Serving the communit
McTAMNEY’S| ~ancesoto
Buyers & Sellers of In the Manulife building
New/Vintage Jewellery 416-923-8831
SINCE 1860 Experienced
139 Church Street Make-Up Artist
416-366-9646 Jfor Weddings
mctamneys.com & Festive Occasions
Fidelia Sum
® n ’ u 416-805-3455
BeautyByFidelia@gmail.com

/
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DORAN LAW

TOKYQO ) DPr.BennyKwong
Dentist
SUSHI Serving our neighbourhood
JAPANESE RESTAURANT for over 30 years
33 St. Joseph St. 1033 Bay St,, Suite 211
416-513-0002 416-928-3080

Funeral Prearrangements available
(all for your FREE Personal Planning Guide

RM
ROSAR - MORRISON

FUNERAL HOME & CHAPEL
467 Sherbourne Street (at Wellesley)
416-924-1408
Blake A. Brooks, Manager
blake.brooks@dignitymemorial.com
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. Weddlng PIanning
« Day of Coordination
« Romance Travel

416-953-9375

www.impresarioevents.ca

Wills & Estates Law

IAM

preparing for a life of
faith, character, and service.

I AM a St. Michael's Man.

. -
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FLOWERS{ZON BAY

Mary Doran: 416-915-5005

EXPRESS IN COLORS,
WHISPER WITH FRAGRANCE

991 Bay St. 416-962-3388

www.flowersonbay.com

mdoran@doranlaw.ca

)
Chartwells

Eat:Learn:Live
University of

St Michael’s College
Perfect for Meetings, Banquets &

5

= \ST. MICHAEL'S COLLEGE SCHOOL

Under the direction of the Basilian Fathers
-~/ The Leader in Catholic Boys’ Education  stmichaelscollegeschool.com

PREGNANT?
NEED HELP?

BCaII Birthright

Helpline 1-800-550-4900
Toronto 416-469-1111

www.birthright.org

Shopping Locally Saves Gas!

Receptions for any celebration.
Next to St. Basil's Church
www.dineoncampus.ca/stmikes
Call 416.926.7141

THE PERFECT SPOT

TO ADVERTISE vour BUSINESS!

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SPACE PLEASE CALL
905-624-4422
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